
to get stronger and com-

pete at a higher level, but 

that is always the goal for 

all of my athletes. We 

take one season at a time 

and during the off season 

I will figure out what 

needs to be done with 

different mileage and 

speed work to make my 

athletes better.” When 

asked about the highlight 

of the state meet he said, 

“The highlight of the day, 

for me, at the state meet 

was wishing my lone sen-

ior, Abby Rustay, luck on 

her last high school cross 

country race.” 

The Wilson Area 

Cross Country team had a 

successful season and are 

looking forward to many 

great seasons to come. 

On November 5th, 

2016, three members of 

the Wilson Area High 

School Girl’s Cross Coun-

try Team qualified for 

states. Abby Rustay , 

Gaby Vega , and  Jillian 

Pote, attended the PIAA 

Cross Country State 

Championships in Her-

shey, Pennsylvania. 

The Girl’s Cross 

Country team had a great 

2016 season and “they had 

an identical record to the 

2015 season” according to 

their coach, Mr. Browne. 

He also added, “ The boys 

lost many seniors and 

were not as experienced as 

last year. Although the 

boys lost a few more 

meets this year, both 

teams worked just as hard 

and many athletes im-

proved.” When asked how 

he prepared his team for 

states, he said this: “Coach 

Falcone and I prepared our 

athletes to peak at the dis-

trict meet which allows 

them the best opportunity 

to qualify for the state 

competition. Most athletes 

train hard on their own 

over the summer and take a 

few weeks off before their 

first official practice. We 

combine hard work with 

the proper rest to ensure 

our athletes are in peak 

shape when the time 

comes.” 

The Cross Country 

team has had a great season 

this year, but when their 

coach was asked about his 

favorite memories from the 

season, he did not cite a 

race or a particular meet. 

Instead, he said, “ My fa-

vorite memories from this 

past season were when the 

team held pasta parties. 

The team trains well to-

gether because they like to 

be around each other. See-

ing them have fun at pasta 

parties shows a different 

side of them that I don't 

always get to see at prac-

tice.” 

A standout athlete 

at the meet was Jillian 

Pote, a freshman who by-

passed her upperclassmen 

teammates and was named 

Colonial League Cham-

pion. Coach Browne says, 

“The plan for Jillian will be 

Cross Country: States 
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Throughout the 

21st Century, global 

warming and climate 

change have been a 

topic of interest. Both 

sides of the argument 

hold opinions on where 

our world is going ecol-

ogically. 

    Global warming is the 

term used to describe the 

gradually rising tem-

perature of Earth’s at-

mosphere based on both 

nature and human inter-

vention. Many scientists 

believe that the rise in 

temperature is a result of 

an increasing carbon di-

oxide level caused by 

our burning of fossil fu-

els. 

    There are, of course, 

many who believe that 

global warming is a 

hoax and our activity is 

not raising the tempera-

ture of the atmosphere. 

Even our newest presi-

dent elect, Donald 

Trump, dismisses any 

evidence of global 

warming, stating in a 

tweet once that, “The 

concept of global warm-

ing was created by and 

for the Chinese in order 

to make U.S. manufac-

turing non-competitive.” 

          The World Mete-

orological Organization 

has reported that 2016 

will be recorded as the 

hottest year to date, 

stealing the title from 

2015. At this rate, 16 of 

the 17 hottest years in 

recorded history will 

have happened within 

the 2000s. 

    Also according to re-

ports, the glaciers of ice 

in the arctic have been 

melting due to a large 

increase in temperature 

around those areas. Stud-

ies show that these spots 

in particular are heating 

up around double the 

rate of the rest of the 

world. This could prove 

problematic to the eco-

system, as many forms 

of marine life call the 

arctic wasteland their 

home. 

          Experts say that 

the best for the environ-

ment is to lower carbon 

dioxide production. As 

stated before, carbon 

dioxide is produced pri-

marily through the burn-

ing of fossil fuels and is 

added to the atmosphere 

out of the smoking tow-

ers of factories, the ex-

haust pipes of cars, and 

other human activities. 

The world's number one 

carbon dioxide produc-

ing country is currently 

China, with the U.S. be-

ing the second runner 

up. 

    Switching to forms of 

energy production like 

solar and nuclear that 

are more ecologically 

friendly will reduce car-

bon dioxide production. 

Global Warming 
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On Saturday November 

5th, 2016, SADD hosted their 

annual powder puff flag-football 

tournament of the classes at 

Wilson Area High School to 

raise money for the club. There 

were three games total in this 

tournament. In the first game of 

the tournament, the freshmen 

and the sophomores would play, 

and the winner would then play 

against the junior/senior class. 

Finally, the winners of those 

two games would advance to the 

championship game. 

In the first game, the 

freshman played the sopho-

mores. The game began with the 

freshman class scoring a touch-

down right away. Unfortunately, 

the sophomores could not get 

any points, which had the fresh-

men winning. Next, the sopho-

mores played the junior/senior 

class. It was a tough game be-

tween them. They both scored 

touchdown after touchdown. 

The game ended with Devyn 

Losco scoring the winning 

touchdown to advance the jun-

ior/senior class to the champion-

ship. 

Finally, it was time for 

the junior/senior class to com-

pete with the freshmen for the 

last game. The game started 

with the junior/senior class scor-

ing two touchdowns in a row, 

but then the freshmen scored a 

touchdown. At the end of the 

game, the freshmen caught up 

and tied with the junior/senior 

class. 

It went into a four play 

overtime starting at the 10 yard 

line. The teams each had four 

attempts to get into the end 

zone. Freshman couldn't get into 

the zone, and they had to switch 

to defense. When the junior/

senior class went to offense, 

their faces were ready and 

pumped. On the last try from the 

10 yard line, Aimee Badman got 

the ball passed to her and scored 

the winning touchdown! The 

junior/senior class won the 2016 

powder puff game and was 

awarded a trophy. 
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The 2016 Powder Puff Game 

By Aimee Badman 

Little Shop of Horrors Preview 

By Allison Reiter 

 This spring, Wilson 

Area High School's drama club 

is performing the production of 

Little Shop of Horrors. 

The play is about a 

meek employee, Seymour, who 

is working at a flower shop in 

Skid Row, New York for Mr. 

Mushnik. He discovers an odd 

plant that saves the flower shop 

but not without a cost. Sey-

mour's success in saving the 

business sparks the interest of 

Audrey, his co-worker, but she 

is tied up in a relationship with 

a dentist, Dr. Orin. Her boy-

friend is "taken care of" and 

everything seems to be going 

well, except the fact that the 

prized plant, Audrey II, only 

eats fresh meat. Throughout the 

play a group of teenage girls 

are found singing like a Mo-

town Greek chorus. 

    Bailey Washburn has 

been casted as Audrey. Alec 

Buttner is portraying Seymour 

and Jake Olsson is Mr. Mush-

nik. Jack Miller has also been 

casted as Orin. Gabe Craig is 

the voice of Audrey II while 

Larisa Fava will be inside the 

plant. A number of others 

have been cast as the Motown-

singing chorus. 

    The play is filled 

with many upbeat and electri-

fying moments. There are 

many well-known songs such 

as "Skid Row (Downtown)", 

"Somewhere That's Green" 

and "Suddenly Seymour". The 

play will be performed in 

March. 



Standardized testing 

has been implemented in 

our educational system for 

many years now. People 

continue to question if stan-

dardized testing is an accu-

rate way to test students on 

their academics. 

Before 1845, stu-

dents were given oral ex-

ams to prove their knowl-

edge. Since then, standard-

ized testing has become the 

norm of our society, but the 

students who score poorly 

are suffering as a result. 

Standardized testing was 

assembled to determine in-

telligence, and the only way 

to calculate intelligence is 

through test scores. 

I think people need 

to understand that standard-

ized testing results puts la-

bels on students and sets a 

standard for their future. 

We are all born with differ-

ent minds and brain capaci-

ties. Something that may be 

simpler for you, may be 

harder for someone else, 

but it doesn’t make you less 

intelligent. 

In retrospect, 

Horace Mann, an educa-

tional leader, only intended 

for all children to have 

equal opportunities, but it 

created chaos for children 

with learning disabilities. 

Individuals that are more 

intellectual but lack stan-

dardized testing skills tend 

to be left behind because 

these skills are the creden-

tials to graduate high 

school, to get into univer-

sities, and to access all of 

the benefits of that educa-

tion. 

Elizabeth Green, 

author of Building a Better 

Teacher and co-founder of 

Chalkbeat, a news site 

covering education says, 

“When you teach to test or 

even to prep for a test, 

educators are taken away 

from some of the good 

work they could be doing 

helping students learn.” 

Alternatively, the U.S. is 

falling behind global com-

petitors, and as a nation 

we have succumbed to re-

lying on standardized test-

ing to measure intelli-

gence. In 2002, President 

George W. Bush signed 

the No Child Left Behind 

Act (NCLB) requiring stu-

dents from grades 3 

through 12 to be evaluated 

on basic knowledge at the 

cost of extensive learning. 

We should stop 

compartmentalizing chil-

dren’s minds and start pro-

viding resources to allow 

then to pursue their future 

dreams. Although there 

are differences on how 

children should be as-

sessed, the most important 

thing is that all children 

are receiving an education. 

Standardized Testing Editorial 
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    For the fourth year in 

a row, the Wilson 

Cheerleaders earned the 

chance to compete in 

Disney World. During 

the team’s Colonial 

League Cheerleading 

Competition, Wilson 

was able to bring home 

the first place Game 

Time and Competition 

trophies yet again, for 

the fourth year in a row.  

Several Wilson 

Football players 

switched roles to cheer 

the girls on by showing 

up to the competition in 

support. The girls refer 

to this as the “4-peat”. 

These two major wins 

landed Wilson an op-

portunity to compete at 

nationals in Disney 

World. 

Seniors on the 

squad include, Jessica 

Oduro, Ashley Henley, 

Tori Massey, Natalie 

Parker, Breana Im-

boden, and Aimee Bad-

man. Some of the sen-

iors who have been on 

the squad since fresh-

man year are used to 

going to Disney World 

while others who have 

been with the squad for 

a shorter amount of time 

are just starting to taste 

success. 

Jessica Oduro, a four 

year varsity cheerleader 

describes the squads’ 

excitement by saying, 

“We put so much time 

and effort into this rou-

tine and to know that 

we are once again able 

to perform against the 

best of the best in Dis-

ney is an amazing feel-

ing.”  As the girls travel 

to Florida once again, 

they hope to come home 

with more trophies. 
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“4-Peat” 

By Brenna Blanke 



 Caleb Cawley is a sen-
ior, who has worked hard for 

this school. His work ethic is 

shown every morning on the 

Warrior News. 

 

Vanessa: How did some of 

your greatest accomplishments 

in Wilson Area High School 
begin? 

Caleb: “ My greatest accom-

plishments started when our 

school decided to build a studio 

to broadcast our school news. I 

think our school saw the poten-

tial for this program through 
previous videos that I’ve 

worked on.” 

 

V: What do you plan to do af-

ter high school? 

C: “I plan to attend a four year 

college, and I want to major in 

electronic media/ broadcast-
ing.” 

 

V: How has the warrior news 

prepared you for your future in 
media/broadcasting? 

C: “It definitely helped me build 

my knowledge in broadcasting. 

It also helped me be to able to 

work with other students, which 

is something important in the 

field I want to get into.” 

 
V: What is your favorite part of 

filming Warrior News? 

C: “I like when I'm on the War-

rior News because I feel like I'm 

delivering important news that 

people want to know about. I 

also like brainstorming ideas 
and even working the behind 

the scenes. Overall, I like being 

able to express my creativity 

doing something that I love to 

do.” 

 

V: Who has had the biggest in-

fluence on your career goals? 
C: “ Rob Vaughan, who is the 

anchor of 69 News, has been 

my biggest influence. I model 

his broadcasting skills on the 
warrior news.” 

 

V: What would you say is your 

most valuable possession? 

C: “All my apple devices are 

most valuable to me because if I 

didn't have my apple devices I 

wouldn’t have been able to cre-
ate anything I have done.” 

 

V: What do you do in your free 

time? 

C: “ I enjoy hanging out with my 

friends like Brandon Miller. I 

like to eat and spend time at my 
church.'' 

 

V: How would you sum up your 

highschool experience? 

C: “I would say it was enjoyable 

in the sense that I interact with 

people who enjoy what I do, and 

the positive feedback I have re-
ceived has been extremely re-

warding.” 

Senior Spotlight: Caleb Cawley 
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 Did you know there isn’t 

just a girl’s and boy’s Wilson Area 

High School soccer teams? There 

is also a Wilson Area soccer com-

munity team. The U-17 co-ed 

community soccer division of the 

Blue Mountain Youth Soccer 

League had an astounding season, 

almost winning the Garcia Cup 

Championship in Forks Township 

on Sunday, November 6. 

    The team had a record of ten 

wins and three losses in the season 

which ranked them in second 

place, right behind Bethlehem 

Township Association Team. The 

U-17 co-ed community soccer 

team then ranked third in the Gar-

cia Cup Championship, a soccer 

tournament held every other year 

in Forks Township or Moore 

Township in the fall. The team had 

a total two wins, one tie, and one 

loss during the Garcia Cup. Unfor-

tunately, Wilson lost to Forks 

Township in the semi-finals to 

penalty shots. Wilson hopes to win 

the Garcia Cup Championship next 

year. 
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Community Soccer 

By Emili King 

Operation Christmas Child 

By Annabella Bastien 

Last month, the Interna-

tional Club completed a charity 

Christmas project for children. In 

light of the holiday season, this 

project collects toys and essentials 

for children around the world in 

need.  

Members were to collect 

shoes boxes and bring them into 

school. They also brought toys, 

socks, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 

and hats. Each box included school 

supplies, toys, hygiene items, and 

a personal note. Each person is 

then assigned a boy a girl of a cer-

tain age and are in charge of wrap-

ping the box and packing it. 

This year the International 

Club had six boxes in total. The 

boxes are sent overseas to to 

homeless children around the 

world. The club advisor, Ms. Say-

lor, hopes that by next year there 

will be even more boxes to send. 

She also hopes to collects these 

items every month so that by next 

Christmas there will be more 

items. 

The purpose of Operation 

Christmas Child is to provide the 

necessities for a young child in 

need and also bring joy to their 

Christmas with toys. 

Bake Sale and Canned Food Drive 

By Grace Hurd 

The National Honor Society 

has been working on different 

events this school year. The two ma-

jor events they have been working 

on are the bake sale and a canned 

food drive.  

The bake sale will be held 

throughout the rest of the 2016-2017 

school year. The purpose of the bake 

sale is to raise enough money to pay 

for expenses the society may have to 

spend throughout the rest of the 

year, such as graduation cords and 

other fees. The bake sales will be 

held every Friday before school 

and during home winter sporting 

events. Students from the National 

Honor Society volunteer to work at 

the bake sale and bring foods such 

as brownies and cookies.  

The National Honor Soci-

ety has also started a canned food 

drive. Part of the duties of the Na-

tional Honor Society is to help the 

community; the canned food drive 

is part of our contribution for the 

year. Students in the high school 

can bring in non perishable, unex-

pired food to be donated. The do-

nated nonperishable food items 

will be donated to the LINC Cen-

ter.  



 On November 8th, Re-
publican presidential-

candidate, Donald Trump, was 

elected as the 45th president of 

the United States. He will be 

inaugurated into office on 

January 20th, 2017.   

Donald Trump pro-

poses plans to withdraw from 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership 

(TPP) negotiation. He says he 

will replace it with “fair bilat-

eral trade deals.”  He plans on 

scrapping the existing coal-fire 

and natural gas power plants in 

order to help reduce green-
house emissions in the United 

States. This is expected to go 

before the Supreme Court in 

early 2017. 

Donald Trump wants to 

cut regulation on businesses. 

He believes that for every new 

regulation, two old regulations 
must be eliminated. He wants 

to cut the Dodd-Frank Act, 

which requires Wall Street to 
hold more cash on hand, than 

what they did previously. It also 

constructs “stress tests” to tell if 

the bank is strong enough to 

withstand another financial cri-

sis. 

He aims to put guards 

against cyber attacks. He will 
construct a team made up of law 

enforcement, members of the 

military, and a private sector. 

Trump wants to be able to 

strengthen the U.S. hacking di-

vision of the military and in-

spect the security of the federal 
government’s computer sys-

tems. The U.S. is known to have 

some of the most dangerous 

hacking tools on the planet. 

Donald Trump intends to 

examine visa programs and says 

that through his plan illegal im-

migrants will not be able to en-
ter the country. In October, 

Trump said that a two-year man-

datory minimum prison sen-
tence will go to those who re-

enter the United States illegally, 

and possibly, those with prior 

felony convictions, two or more 

previous deportations, or multi-

ple misdemeanors 

.He is planning on enact-

ing lobby bans. In other words, 
this will prohibit officials from 

becoming lobbyists after leav-

ing the government for five 

years.    

Donald Trump has already said 

that the high court’s opinion on 

the legalization of same-sex 
marriage is “settled.” He is pro-

life, but he has said that if abor-

tion is overturned, then the is-

sue will go to the states, where 

they will have the opportunity 

to decide if a woman will be 

allowed to have an abortion in 

their state.       

The Plan 
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On December 1st 

2016, the Wilson Area High 

School band and chorus 

performed their annual holi-

day concert. 

    All of the musical ensem-

bles involved had been re-

hearsing music for the con-

cert every day since the start 

of the school year. There 

were a plethora of music 

genres, from beautiful reli-

gious pieces to upbeat holi-

day carols.  

The first half of the 

concert consisted of the 

chorus directed by Ms. 

Black. It started with a pro-

cessional by the entire cho-

rus as they sang “Oh Come 

All Ye Faithful.” The chorus 

then entered the stage and 

sang songs from the reli-

gious side of Christmas. Af-

terwards the select ensem-

bles performed, which in-

cluded Wilsonaires, 

Women’s Chorale, Quar-

tettes, and the recently 

added Wilsonmen. Then the 

entire chorus came back on 

stage and sang upbeat holi-

day favorites.  

In the second half of 

the concert the band, di-

rected by Mr. Friedhoff, per-

formed four pieces that in-

cluded music from different 

cultures. Their program in-

cluded “Russian Christmas 

Music,”  “On a Catalonia 

Night,” “Gaudete,” and 

“Feliz Navidad.” 

The next concert for 

chorus will take place in 

March, and the band will 

perform again in May.  

Page 9 

Edition 94, Issue 3 

A Recap of the Holiday Concert 

By Chelsea Kun 

The Tradition of Thanksgiving Football 

By Taylor Sheridan 

 Thanksgiving is a day to 

give thanks and spend quality time 

spent with family. However, many 

people enjoy Thanksgiving for the 

annual NFL Thanksgiving day 

games. This is a tradition that was 

started many years ago and has 

continued ever since. 

The first ever football 

games played on Thanksgiving 

date back to 1876. Since the tradi-

tion was started with NFL teams, 

fans packed stadiums and would 

eventually watch the games on 

television on Thanksgiving day. 

The NFL decided that three 

games would be played on Thanks-

giving. The first ever NFL Thanks-

giving football game was between 

the Akron Pros and Canton Bull-

dogs. The Pros won 7-0 and be-

came the winner of the first ever 

NFL Thanksgiving football game. 

Since 2006,every year the 

first two games are played by the 

Dallas Cowboys and Detroit Lions, 

and the third game that night is 

played by two random teams. This 

year’s Thanksgiving games fea-

tured the Detroit Lions vs the Min-

nesota Vikings, the Dallas Cow-

boys vs the Washington Redskins, 

and the Pittsburgh Steelers vs the 

Indianapolis Colts. The Lions beat 

the Vikings 16-13 in a crucial NFC 

North showdown. The Cowboys 

beat the Redskins 31-26 with the 

help of Washington’s two missed 

field goals. The Steelers beat the 

Colts 28-7 in a classic AFC 

matchup. 

The annual NFL Thanks-

giving day games is a tradition that 

has become an enjoyment for many 

people during the holiday season. 



 One of the greatest dan-

gers of winter is not hypother-

mia, avalanches, or being im-

paled by an icicle; it is snow 

shoveling.  

    Every year, thousands of peo-

ple suffer severe injuries from 

the simple act of cleaning their 

driveways and sidewalks. These 

injuries can range from a broken 

bone to a pulled muscle to even 

heart attacks. To prevent this, 

here are a few tips that should 

be followed (courtesy of the 

Colorado Spine Institute): 

    - Find the right shovel. The 

ideal shovel for dealing with 

snow is usually a plastic one. 

The shovel should be shoulder 

height. Curved handles require 

less effort to use. 

    - Find the right technique. 

When shoveling snow, be patient 

and try not to take gigantic 

chunks of snow; do a little at a 

time. When lifting up the snow, 

use the legs, not the midsection. 

Also, be careful not to outstretch 

the arms, as that puts stress on 

the spine. 

    - Find the right outfit. It is 

best to wear loose layers, so that 

if a person gets too hot, they can 

simply take off a layer. Cotton 

and silk outfits are recom-

mended for shoveling. It is just 

as important to have boots that 

are waterproof and have good 

traction. 

Following these tips can keep 

one safe during the hazardous 

winter months.  

The Greatest Danger of Winter 
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By Michael Jablonski 

 Echo writer, Michael 

Jablonski, recently set out to find 

the value of the holidays. In this 

edition's poll, he asked over 150 

students and staff the following 

question: "What do you want for 

Christmas?". The following chart 

displays the results of this poll: 

 

Christmas Poll 

"Other"

Technology

Clothing

Animal

Money

Abstract

"Don't Celebrate"

Food

Vehicle


